          PORT JEFFERSON SCHOOL DISTRICT

MUSIC & FINE ARTS                                                                                    
[image: image2.png]



350 Old Post Road ( Port Jefferson ( New York 11777

(631) 791-4450  Fax (631) 476-44408
Dear Parent or Guardian: 

Attached is your child’s most current group lesson schedule.  Please review the following course information and feel free to contact your child’s instrumental music teacher if you have any questions or concerns. 
Course Overview





       
Lesson Procedure

All instrumental music courses consist of five ensemble 

       
All group lesson schedules are created with  


rehearsals (two for sixth grade) and one group lesson each week.                       a conscious effort to rotate lesson periods  





                    

                   
in a manner that will ensure a minimum
During daily rehearsals, students will explore musical                                   
interruption of classes. Typically, all lessons 
literature from a variety of historical periods.



rotate over a five to six week rotation.  
They will strengthen their skills as ensemble players by learning
       
During a period that a student has a group 
to play with accurate intonation and rhythmic precision, to respond
       
lesson, he/she is directed to inform his/her
sensitively to the conductor’s instructions and gestures and to                       
classroom teacher at the beginning of the
function as a successful member of a band or orchestra.                                 
period. It is at the classroom teacher’s  
                                                                                                                      
discretion if the student should be excused
In group lessons, students will concentrate on technique


from class (exceptions are usually made for a test 

specific to their particular instrument through study of assigned

or special event). Once the student leaves the

material. They will work on good tone production, playing position, 

classroom to attend a lesson, the classroom teacher
technique, literacy, music theory, sight-reading and will learn to 
will ensure that the student will be made aware of 
apply historically appropriate performance practices.            
any work that is missed during the period.  This 
            
information may also be provided prior to a child’s
 
departure from class. 
Grading





 
The course grade consists of four parts, each based on the quality     
If a student is unable to attend his/her originally
of student’s work and on class participation.        


      
scheduled lesson, then it is the student’s responsibility
 









             
to attend another like-instrument lesson. If this is not
The first part is the daily ensemble grade, an average of weekly                   
feasible on that particular day, then the student can
grades earned during the quarter for the level and quality of     

schedule an appropriate make-up lesson time with his/her      

musicianship during rehearsals (40%)


music teacher.  A student will be given full credit for any     

and all make-up lessons. 


                                                                                                                               

The second part is the group lesson grade, earned by the students 

attending a minimum of six rotating lessons per quarter. (30%)

Homework
 








Regular and efficient home practice is essential for  
The third part is an end of the quarter playing test based on the                   
the development of strong skills on a musical
material studied during the quarter. (20%)



     
instrument. All students should plan on several 









productive practice periods per week for                                                                                                                    
The fourth part is the completion of a digital portfolio in the form of 

successful performance in their ensemble and/or 

a Google Site, including two video performances and reflection. (10%) 
solo repertoire. 

Concerts







Concert performance attire: 






Black dress shirt, black dress pants (no dresses, skirts, or jeans), 
dark tie, black socks, black dress shoes. 

Attendance at ALL school concerts is required in order to receive 
full course credit.
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